Name Card Motto Animation in Photoshop from Scratch

Using Photoshop you will create an animated name card. It should consist of several layers, about 2 dozen frames, and a few tweens. Understanding layers, frames, and tweening is very important for navigating Photoshop and animating successfully.

The minimum criteria to receive a 100 is as follows:

Create an animation of your name and a personal motto that represents you.

Use 4 or more layers

Have at least 1 gradient tween

Create one or more text tweens using warp or effects (FX)

Use 1 or more filters

Length should be between 20 – 50 frames 

Time span should be between 3-12 seconds

Have 4 or more tweens altogether

The steps to success:
1. Open Photoshop

2. Go to FILE, NEW, and type in the following dimensions: 

Name: “last name, namation” Height- 200, Width- 800, Resolution-72
3. Double click on the layer that is in the layer window to unlock it. Click OK.

4. Click on the gradient tool in the toolbar and create your own gradient by clicking on the actual colors blending bar located on the top options bar.
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5. This window will open.
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Double click on the crayons to change the colors. 

    To add more colors click in between the crayons.

    Slide the crayons to adjust the gradient span if preferred.
6. Drag the gradient tool over the canvas. Do it again in a different direction. Notice that your gradient changes depending upon the direction and distance of the line.
7. On the menu bar go to FILTER, RENDER, CLOUDS.

8. Duplicate the gradient layer by dragging it onto the “New Layer” button which is next to trashcan in the “Layers” window.

9. Select your cloud layer. Using the MOVE tool and the “SHOW TRANSFORM CONTROLS” enlarge the clouds so they are twice the size of the original.

10. Click on the second frame. Using the MOVE tool move the clouds one direction.

11. On the menu bar go to FILTER again and experiment with different types of filter effects and choose a background filter style you like. 
12. In your animation palette create a new frame. The button is next to the trashcan.

13. Click on the TEXT tool and then click on your canvas to use it. 

14. Change the font style and size to a thick or bold one to use so it stands out clearly. 

15. Type your name. Select the second frame.
16. Click on the TYPE WARP tool on the top bar. It has a T with a curved arrow under it.

17. Add a modification of some sort to the text. Check to make sure the modification is only on the second frame. The first frame should be normal.

18. Select the second frame if it is not selected. In your LAYERS window click on the effects options (FX) and choose the style you prefer like a glow or shadow.

19. Select the first frame and open your STYLE window. Select a style or load more.

It’s time to tween.
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